
The Banks County Board of Commissioners held a joint meeting with the City of Lula, Town of 
Alto, Town of Homer, City of Maysville, City of Gillsville and the City of Baldwin on September 
20, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Room of the Banks County Courthouse Annex.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss the Local Option Sales Tax allocations.  Banks County Board of 
Commissioners members that were present were Vice Chairman Charles Turk and 
Commissioners Danny Maxwell, Sammy Reece and Ernest Rogers.  Chairman Milton Dalton was 
absent.  Mayors present from the cities were Gillsville Mayor Larry Poole, Alto Mayor Audrey 
Turner, Baldwin Mayor Jerry Neace, Lula Mayor Milton Turner and Maysville Mayor Richard 
Presley.  Council members Jerry Payne and Cliff Hill were present from the City of Homer in 
place of Mayor Doug Cheek.  
 
Call to Order 
Vice Ch. Turk called the meeting to order. 
 
LOST Negotiations 
Vice Ch. Turk stated the last negotiations ended with the County at 84.5% and the Cities at 
80.5%.  He stated he would begin the negotiations off at 85%. 
 
Maysville Council Member Kathleen Bush stated that everyone coming together showed that 
they all wanted to work together and settle this issue before it went before a judge to be 
settled. 
 
Mayor Presley stated we need to get talking and work this out among us. 
 
Mayor Neace said the economy and our citizens are the two factors that need to be considered. 
 
Mayor Audrey Turner stated they just want to maintain their services. 
 
Mayor  Poole said we need to come to some kind of agreement.  
 
Vice Chairman Turk stated the County is looking out for 18,000 citizens. 
 
Comm. Maxwell stated we all need to be open minded. 
 
The following offers were considered: 
County offered 85% and it was rejected. 
Cities offered 80% and it was rejected. 
County offered 84.75% and it was rejected. 
Cities offered 80.25% and it was rejected. 
County offered 84.5% and it was rejected. 
Cities offered 82.11% and it was rejected. 
County offered 84.25% and it was rejected. 
Cities offered 82.5% and it was rejected. 
County offered 83.5% as the final offer. 
 
Mayor Presley stated if the cities accepted 83.5%, Maysville would have to cut services. 
 
Cities offered 83.00% and it was rejected. 



County offered 83.25% and it was agreed upon. 
 
Mayor Neace stated a quorum was present for Baldwin and called for a vote to approve the 
83.25% county portion of the LOST.  It was unanimously approved by the quorum before the 
meeting was adjourned.  The remaining Cities and the County will officially consider the 
approval of the 83.25% LOST rate at their next meeting.   
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
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